
Spain Rodgriguez  
Born 1940 in Buffalo, NY; died 2012 in San Francisco, CA.  
 
Spain Rodriguez, called the “socialist soul” of the 1960s underground comics movement, combined 
leftist politics, outlaw biker adventure, and science fiction in dynamically drawn stories. Raised in 
Buffalo, where he became a member of the Road Vultures Motorcycle Club, he attended an art 
trade school for a few years before working a factory job for the first part of the 1960s, which 
provided him with comradery and decades of material for his comics. Rodriguez moved to New 
York’s East Village in the mid-1960s and began a run of publishing that was interrupted only by his 
passing. He became a staff cartoonist for the most celebrated of underground newspapers, the 
East Village Other, appearing alongside the likes of Ed Sanders and Allen Ginsberg.  
 
In 1969, the artist moved to San Francisco, where he was invited to join Zap Comix by Robert 
Crumb. Rodriguez went on to either found or contribute to many of the most important 
underground comics, including his own Subvert Comics, Insect Fear Comics, and the seminal 
anthologies Arcade and Weirdo. In the ensuing decades he published widely acclaimed memoirs, 
graphic non-fiction, erotic thrillers, and the ever-evolving story of Trashman, a kind of urban Marxist 
James Bond. His life and work are the subject of a planned five-volume set of books edited by 
Patrick Rosenkranz, and published by Fantagraphics, three of which have been released thus far: 
Street Fighting Men, Warrior Women, and My Life & Times.  
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